REGENTS CHEMISTRY   2017-2018
COURSE OUTLINE AND EXPECTATIONS

Course Description:


Chemistry is the study of the composition, structure and properties of substances and the transformations that these substances undergo.  Basically we will be spending the year answering these two questions: “What are things made of?” and “How and why does stuff change?”  


The purpose of Regents Chemistry is to promote and produce, through lab experiences and classroom instruction, student mastery of the principles of chemistry and to relate the sometimes abstract concepts of chemistry to the students’ real-life experiences.  

As a Regents course, each student must meet NYS the state requirement for successfully-completed laboratory exercises in order to take the Regents Exam.  Lab experience will range from crystal-making to turning a penny into “gold.”  Contrary to popular belief, there will be few instances of things “blowing up” in the lab.

Expectations:

1. PUNCTUALITY/PREPAREDNESS – Failure to arrive on time with calculator, pen, notebook, etc. may necessitate staying 9th period to make up missed work.
2. CLASS PARTICIPATION - A variety of classroom instructional activities will be used, including individual and group work, hands-on activities, demonstrations, lecture, and video/TV/computer use.  Classroom participation (attendance, attentiveness, discussion, looking like you’re having fun, etc.)  is essential and required – it could affect the final grade for each grading period.

3. HOMEWORK - Homework will be collected at the beginning of class.  Homework which is turned in late on the day it is due will lose 10% credit.  Homework turned in after the due date up to the end of that unit will receive ½ credit.  Assignments that are gone over in class cannot be turned in late.
4. NOTEBOOKS – Binder checks may be conducted throughout the year.  Binders should consist of a 3-ring binder containing written notes and handouts organized by unit, to be maintained by the student throughout the year.  Failure to present material in this manner will result in a reduced grade (spiral notebooks stuffed with papers will not receive a very good grade). 

5. CALCULATOR – Students are required to have a 4-function, scientific or graphing calculator in class every day.  

6. ABSENCES – It is the student’s responsibility to find out about, make up, and hand in all missed work and classroom activities.  (Please plan ahead whenever possible – it is easier for everyone.)  Staying 9th period may be necessary, especially in cases of missed labs.  Students will have one day to make up work for every one day of school missed.  Any work not handed in will be graded as a zero.
7. MISSING CLASS DUE TO APPOINTMENTS, LESSONS AND SPORTS - Students missing class or lab due to an appointment, sporting event, music lesson, etc. but in school for a portion of the day are expected to hand in homework on time and get any assignments for the following  day. 

8. CONDUCT – Students are expected to conduct themselves in a proper manner as outlined in the student handbook in order to enable learning to take place safely and efficiently.  Horseplay, especially in the lab area, is extremely dangerous and will not be tolerated on any level.

9. RESPECT – Students are expected to respect the teacher, themselves, their classmates, and all learning materials and equipment.  

10. DISCIPLINE – In order to maintain a safe and pleasant learning environment for all students, it is imperative that students follow the classroom rules and guidelines.  Failure to comply with classroom guidelines may result in discipline ranging from verbal warning to a written report or parent conference.

11. EXTRA CREDIT – Bonus points may be available throughout the year on tests, projects, etc. and in the form of extra assignments as indicated by the teacher.  Extra Credit may be denied to a student who has not completed required work first.
Supplies:

1. The purchase of a Regents review book may be required.  (Cost and date of purchase TBA)  

2. a 3-ring binder (1” or 1.5”)   

3. loose leaf paper

4. pens/pencils

5. scientific or graphing calculator

Grading:


Averages for each marking period will be based upon a point system.  Grades are updated online on a regular basis. Typical point values are as follows:



100 pts.  
Tests and Projects



50 pts. 

Laboratory Reports



10-50 pts.  
Quizzes



10-20 pts.
Homework and Classwork



100ish pts.
Class Participation

---------------------Please detach and return by Friday, September 8, 2017-------------

I have read and understand the course outline and expectations for Regents Chemistry and I/my student will have a working calculator available for class each day.
Student Signature  __________________________     Date ___________

Parent Signature  ___________________________     Date ___________   Parent email ________________________
   
______Yes!  Sign me up for occasional email updates containing general class happenings, project info, witty repartee, etc.

Mrs. Cutting


Room 232


Bcutting      @greenecsd.org








